OLD DOMINION WINGS

Gold Wing Road Riders Association
Chapter U
Hanover VA

December 2009

Chapter Couple of the Year:

John and Deborah Hardwicke
Telephone: (804) 387-5668
E-mail: jharddeb@aol.com

Chapter Directors Fred and Dolly Taylor (804p51049 Fredericktaylor2@comcast.net
Chapter Educator Jack Darden (757) 646-2377 dmd@yahoo.com
Treasurer Virginia Wright (804) 737-0894 vapirnteg@comcast.net

Care Bear Open (See Chapter Director for descrijon of position)
Storekeeper/Goodies Virginia Wright (804) 737-08%apinkrebel@comcast.net
E-Mail Coordinator Leslie McAlexander (757) 658-B12gwrravau@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor Angie Mitchell (804) 334-6212 wEgger01l@aol.comMEC MEC
MEC Coordinator Norma Miller (804) 222-3119 mille@comcast.net
Coordinators John & Anita Raines (804) 560-0607inaswing@verizon.net
Webmaster Leslie McAlexander (757) 658-2125 gwvarg®yahoo.com

If you have pictures and/or information, pleasedsam e-mail to Fred and Dolly Taylor, Directors apter
U at the e-mail address listed above.

Chapter U meets the third Sunday of each month0&t & the Ashcake Volunteer Rescue Squad Building.
From 295 take the 301 North exit, go 3 miles to te@#3 (New Ashcake Road. Make a left, go .8 of a
mile — Rescue Squad is on the left.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO OUR GWRRA FAMILY

Once more, we wish all of our GWRRA
family a wonderful holiday season and a
great and prosperous New Year for all.

From Your Chapter Director
Happy Holidays from Chapter U. As
Santa’s appearance draws nearer, we are

looking forward to celebrating the holidays
with not only our family, but our GWRRA
family as well.

Dolly and | got an early present from the
“big guy”! John and Deborah Hardwicke
have answered the call and agreed to come
on board as out Assistant Chapter Directors.
We know they have lots of ideas, and can’t
wait to get the New Year started.

As Chapter U gears up for 2010, there are
some other changes in our staffing, and
those will be announced throughout the
newsletter. However, we want to take this
time to thank all those who have helped out
this year whether they are actual staff
members, participants of the Chapter as well
as those individuals from our sister Chapters
who continue to support Chapter U.

One of the major changes to Chapter U in
2009 was the enhancement of our website
by our webmaster, Leslie McAllister. Its top
rate and we are proud of the website and
Leslie as well. Everyone’s input has value.

| am certain more positive changes are
upcoming for the Chapter in 2010, and we
look forward to a great year.

Fred and Dolly

IT'S THE TACKY LIGHT
TOUR!

Sunday, December 13, 2009 has
been selected for the date of
our tacky light tour. If you

plan on going, please RSVP to
Anita Raines at 560-0607 no
later than December 6, 2009 so
the mode of transportation can
be decided. The plan is to meet
at Tripps at 4:00 pm for an

early dinner, and then it's on

to the Tacky Lights. We hope
you can join us



From the Region N Appalachian
Gazette, December 2008

What the “Couple of the Year” Should Be
(Reprinted excerpts from 9/05 Region N Gazette

How did we go from “Couple of the Year” to
“Chapter Couple?” They are the same you say;
well, | beg to differ.

The “Couple of the Year” is an award given to
the couple who has shown the most commitment
and dedication to the Chapter during the last
year. The “Chapter Couple” is a couple that has
been asked to fill a position on the staff to visit
other chapters, sell 50/50 tickets and participate
in the District Selection process. The “COUPLE
OF THE YEAR IS AN AWARD, NOT AN
ASSIGNMENT!”

We should not be “picking” a Chapter Couple;

we should be “selecting” a Couple of the Year.
How many times during this part of the year

have you heard someone say, “We have to find a
Chapter Couple for next year?” The Couple of
the Year award is given for what has been done
in the last year, not for what they are going to do
in the coming year.

A “Couple of the Year” is a “Chapter Couple”,
but a “Chapter Couple” is not necessarily the
“Couple of the Year.” I've never heard of an
“Award” where you had to get the recipients
permission to five it to them. If you give this
award for the right reasons, any couple would be
honored to get it. As it is now, we have to
struggle to get couples to take part in the
program. They don't feel they have the time or
money to meet the Chapter’s expectations. But a
Couple of Year would only need to continue
doing what they got the award for in the first
place.

Let's get the Couple of the Year program back to
where it should be. Please don't pick a “Chapter

Couple”. Select a “Couple of the Year”. If you
don’t have a Couple in your Chapter that is
worthy of this honor, it is ok not to have a
“Couple of the Year”. Maybe if couples see
others getting an award for doing something they
enjoy and having fun at it, it will encourage them
to be a little more active in their Chapter and
strive to achieve the award for them.

Randy and Linda Jackson
2005 Membership Enhancement Coordinators
GWRRA Region N

From National:

GWRRA is pleased to announce we will once
again have recruiting booths at the following
International Motorcycle Shows:

12/11-13/09
Center, Seattle, WA

1/8-10/10 Carolina First Center,
One Exposition Drive, Greenville, SC

2/5-7/10 Minneapolis, MN

Qwest Field Event

The Cycle World International Motorcycle
Shows allows motorcycle riders to get an up-
close look at more than 500 new model
motorcycles along with the latest gear and
accessories, new rider programs, demo rides,
interactive entertainment and more. Discount
tickets available for GWRRA members. Register
online at motorcycleshows.com and enter Promo
Code: Gold.

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
CHANGE

Angie Mitchell is stepping down as
Newsletter Editor due to increasing
responsibilities and hours at the law firm
where she is a paralegal. As these hours
have increased, Angie has had less time
to devote to the newsletter, and feels that
the time has come for her to step aside
and let someone else provide our
monthly newsletter. Leslie

McAlexander, our webmaster and e-mail
coordinator has graciously volunteered



to be our newsletter editor, effective
January 1, 2010. Please submit your
photos, your articles, etc. to Leslie.

We thank Angie for her help with the
newsletter this past year, and wish her
well in her new ventures at work. We
know that she will still be at many of our
events and look forward to seeing her
then.

UPDATE TIME

It's that time of year when we ask you

all to update your current information
regarding your addresses, telephone
numbers, e-mail addresses, and let’s not
forget the birthdays and anniversaries as
well. Also, let us know any special
hobbies you may have outside GWRRA
if you would like to share that
information as well. You never know
when that piece of information could be
useful. Please send all your updated
information to Fred and Dolly at your
first convenience. If you do not want
your phone number and e-mail address
listed, be sure to make us aware of that
as well.

Do you give yourself a
safety cushion while
driving?

After buckling your
safety belt, practice the 3-
Second Safety Rule. For
business or pleasure, this is
one rule you will want to follow
faithfully. The National Safety
Council recommends a
minimum three-second
following distance for normal driving
circumstances. From the first
recognition of trouble ahead, to the
driver’s reaction to that trouble, three
seconds pass. No matter the type of
road or the speed you're traveling,
this is the minimal reaction time.
Adverse weather or hazardous
driving conditions require an extra
second, per condition, to leave
enough space between you and the
vehicle in front of you. A collision into
the rear of a vehicle is almost always
preventable. This type of collision
usually occurs when you are
following too closely or are
inattentive to the driving at-hand.
This is precisely where the 3-Second
Rule can help avoid an unnecessary
accident by providing a three-second
buffer zone between you and the
vehicle ahead of you.

The 3-Second
Safety Rule for
Driving

Here’'s How It Works:



- While driving, pick out a stationary
marker along the side of the road,
such as a sign or pole.

- When the rear of the vehicle in front

of you passes that marker count,
“one thousand-and-one, one
thousand-and-two, one thousand-
and-three.”

- The front of your vehicle should
reach the marker just as you stop
counting.

- This technique should allow for
three seconds of reaction time.

- If the front of your vehicle reaches
the marker before you’ve finished
counting, slow down and count
again.

- Remember to add one second for
each adverse condition, such as bad
weather, reduced visibility or heavy
traffic. Also, add a second for extra
vehicle weight, if you are towing a
trailer, or if you're following a
motorcycle.

- If your speed is higher than 60
miles per hour add extra following
distance between your vehicle and
the vehicle ahead. The higher the
speed, the more distance it will take
you to stop your vehicle. The three
seconds is the minimum reaction
time. You will need extra reaction
time for adverse conditions. Start
today with the 3-Second Rule and it
will soon become a natural part of
your everyday driving.

From the COY of Chapter-U
John and Deborah Hardwicke

This has been the best two
learning years that | could
never have had, had | not
joined GWRRA. | cannot
speak for my wife although |
believe she had a blast also.
Deborah and | have been to
the Horizon program and |
(don’t know about Deborah)
learned how to speak to a
large group of people and be
somewhat comfortable.
Deborah and | have traveled to
a lot of the Virginia chapters
and would have been to more
if Deborah did not have to
work and could be with me so
we could visit some of the
ones in western part of this
great state. | did get to visit
one chapter in North Carolina
when Dave Miller asks me if |
would like to ride down with
him. That was a nice ride and



the meal topped off the
evening. The ride back was a
welcomed cool evening with
little traffic and lots of stars.
During the past two years we
have been to 2Wing Dings,
Americade, 2 Rallies in the
Valley, Tennessee Rally, 2
Wingless Weekends, 2 All
chapter picnics, other chapters
poker runs, 2 GL1000 Rallies
with Randakk Cycle Shack.
We have had a blast at the
Crazzzzzy Supper, more
Poker Runs, too many to
mention in this article, a
Christmas parade, fly in at
New Kent airport and not
forgotten the tacky light tour
last year.

At each of these events we
have made friends renewed
old friendships and felt like
they are all family not just
motorcycle enthusiasts.
Deborah and I hope that the
next COY have the best of the
best and enjoy there time as
much as we have.

We are not leaving Chapter U
and will be moving up to
ACD to help Fred and Dolly

with all Chapter functions
next year.

Looking forward to next
year,
John and Deborah.
Ride safe and keep that sunny
side up.



January 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
New Year’s
Day Ride —
Destination
TBD/Check
website for
details
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Staff Meeting
— IHOP - 360
K/Iechanicsvill
e—7PM (eat
at 6)
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Chapter U -
3PM -
Ashcake
Rescue
Squad
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
5 | 31 | 28 29 30




