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We are Old 

Dominion 

Wings 

 
Next Monthly 

Gathering will be 

February 19 th at 

Annaõs Italian 

Restaurant, 7009 

Mechanicsville 

Turnpike, Hanover 

Village Shoppin g 

Center, 

Mechanicsville, 

VA  -  Eat at 2 PM 

and gathering to 

begin at 3 PM .  

Come join us for a 

good time.  

 

 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association ƍ Virginia 

Chapter U-Hanover ï February 2012 

HEADING 

  Wow do you believe 

we are starting another 

new year? Donôt know 

where last year went. As 

far as the chapter goes 

we have seen a lot of 

growth and a lot of new 

faces. As all chapters 

grow you see a few old 

members not doing as 

much which is always 

bad news as there is 

always room for old and 

new members in 

anything we do.  

We had a little bump in 

the road here with our 

meeting on the 3
rd

 

Sunday of January when 

we arrived for our 

gathering. 

 that one so we called 

the person in charge 

of the building and 

they told me that they 

didnôt know we were 

going to meet there 

this year as they 

hadnôt listened to their 

messages from 

December. Well we 

had a good group 

outside waiting so a 

call was made to 

Annaôs and they told 

us they would love to 

have us come and 

meet there so thought 

letôs give it a shot. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Norma had called the rescue 

squad to set up our meetings 

for the year. When we got 

there the parking lot was full  

and when we went inside 

they were spinning yarn. 

That group meets on the 2
nd

 

Sunday but since the 1
st
 was 

on Sunday they didnôt count 

Dave & Norma Miller  

Chapter Directors 

400-4651 

 

Treasurer 

Don & Linda 

Krukowski  

747-7149 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob & Cheryl 

Ramsey 

Asst Chapter 

Directors 

    276-806-8290 

 

Chapter Educator 

Mike & Debbie 

Bruce 

364-3876 

 

Member 

Enhancement 

Program 

Coordinator  

Anita Raines 

560-0607 

 

 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 
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Continued from Page 1 

 

Well the room is nice 

size, the food was very 

good and the prices are 

reasonable so it was 

decided to break an old 

tradition of meeting and 

trying to get a group to 

go out for something to 

eat after even though 

this is something 

Chapter U has done for 

a long time. Now you 

can eat before the 

meeting and we have 

plenty of room.  

   I want to thank Karen 

and Virginia for all they 

have done for the 

chapter since Norma 

and I stepped up to be 

CD.  They both have 

stepped down to have 

time for other things 

going on, and I know 

that Virginia is going to 

be happy spending a lot 

of time being a 

grandmother her 1
st
.  I 

think we will still be 

seeing them, just not as 

officers 

Don and Linda 

Krukowski have 

stepped up to the 

position of Treasurer 

(as well as being our 

2012 COY).    

 

In addition, Mike and 

Debbie Bruce are looking 

to step up to take the 

position of Educator so we 

are experiencing a very 

smooth changeover of 

officers. 

Rob and Cheryl ï our 

Assistant Chapter 

Directors - what can I say 

about them they are doing 

a great job as ACD  and 

are making Normaôs and 

my job so easy. They have 

a lot of great ideas and 

always there to help. 

Looks like we are getting 

a lot of support out of all 

new members and we 

have Anita to thank for 

that. We do have to get a 

few others to come to one 

of our rides or meetings so 

that they get to know 

others and are not afraid 

of coming around. 

Look for the emails Rob is 

sending out as we have 

some new programs that 

he is ready to start. They 

are all about riding and 

getting a reward for doing 

it. What more could you 

ask for? 

Congratulations to Don & 

Linda on receiving both 

their Co-Rider status and 

Team Riding status. 

I think we had a very good 

year last year but believe 

this year will be even 

better. Remember it is 

all about U.                                                 
Dave  Miller   

 

 

 
 

The GWRRA Motorist Awareness yard 

signs are available for purchase. The 

cost is $5.00 each, which includes the 

printing on both sides and a wire stand. 

Shipping costs are extra. The signs 

measure 24òx 18ò. 

To order, contact the Region N 

Directors, Ed and Mary Grazier, at 

edgrazier@comcast.net. Phone: (615) 

459-4499. 

 

Inquiries and Submissions for 

Newsletter and Website 
 

If you have photos, event details, or 

other information that can be shared in 

our newsletter or on our website, please 

contact Dave and Norma Miller, 

Chapter Directors.  

Please contact Debbie & Mike Bruce, 

Chapter Educator, with inquiries about 

or suggestions for education 

opportunities or the GWRRA Rider 

Education program.  

Errors and omissions in the newsletter 

contact Norma Miller, Newsletter 

Editor, and on the website may be 

reported to Rob Ramsey, Chapter 

Webmaster. 

 

mailto:edgrazier@comcast.net
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CHAPTER VA -U OFFICERS AND STAFF 
 
Chapter Directors 

 
Dave and Norma Miller 

 
(804) 400-4651 

 

miller.n@comcast.net 

Assistant Chapter Directors Rob and Cheryl Ramsey ((276) 806-8290 Poolshark1000@gmail.com 

Chapter Educator Mike & Debbie Bruce (804) 364-3876 cpocookie@yahoo.com 

Chapter Couple of the Year Don & Linda Krukowski (804) 747-7149 dk548@comcast.net 
Treasurer Don & Linda Krukowski (804) 747-7149 dk548@comcast.net 

Membership Enhancement 

Newsletter Editor 

Anita Raines 

Norma Miller 

   (804) 560-0607 

(804) 400-4651 

raineswing@verizon.net 

miller.n@comcast.net 

Ride Coordinators John and Anita Raines (804) 560-0607 raineswing@verizon.net 

Technical Advisor vacant vacant vacant 

Email Coordinator Norma Miller (804) 400-4651 miller.n@comcast.net 

Storekeeper/Goodies Don & Linda Krukowski (804) 747-7149   dk548@comcast.net 

Webmaster Rob Ramsey (276) 806-8290 Poolshark1000@gmail.com 

Sunshine Care Bear Cheryl Ramsey (276) 806-8290 Poolshark1000@gmail.com 
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Chapter Uõs New Yearõs Day Ride ð great friends, 

great food and great friends é what more can you 

ask for.  

 

 

 

 
Looking forward to some upcoming 

events including Wingless Weekend, 

Chapter F Crazy Luau and Patrick 

Henry Home ride just to name a few.    

 

Check the website for NEWS. Rob 

works hard to keep it up to date so no 

one misses out on what they want to 

do. Don't forget to give your bikes 

mileage as of the 15th, to Norma or 

Rob for the "most miles" contest. 

Also give them any of your favorite 

rides the rest of us could enjoy. 

 

Remember to RIDE SAFE and RIDE 

OFTEN.  We will see you when we 

see you.  Take Care and God Bless. 

 

Don & Linda Krukowski 

COY Chapter VA-U 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE - A NEW year, NEW 

gathering place, NEW members, NEW team  members and a 

NEW outlook on our Growing chapter.  

 

Change for the sake of change doesn't always make things better. 

Change to improve and expand or include more can be a scary and 

unsettling feeling at first, but it can be a good thing. The most 

contagious spirit is....ENTHUSIASM...with a dedicated staff, a 

WE CAN DO attitude, a WING and a prayer, and enthusiasm, and 

I believe Chapter VA-U can be anything we want. It is up to you 

what we will become. It's your enthusiasm, dedication and attitude 

that will make it what it is. Come help us grow, support your 

chapter with your ideas and participation. It costs you nothing but 

some time doing what you like to do, RIDE.   

 

What better way could anyone start off the New Year than by 

taking a ride with friends. 1 trike, 4 bikes and 10 bikers went on a 

nice little 100 mile ride to Virginia Diner for food. You could not 

have asked for a better day-66 and sunny with good roads.  

 

Old timers and new staff are going to Lynchburg on the 21st for 

MORE INFO on how we should be doing things in the chapter. 

Maybe we can give them some new ideas. After all we are the 

chapter of change.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Couple of the Year thoughtsé 
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Having Fun 

 

Rob is putting a thing together 

about GWRRA and the different 

parts of it. What they are and so 

on. One of the things I get out it 

is the fun of family. We were at 

Rally in the Valley walking thru 

the vendors with Rob and 

Cheryl. Every where we were we 

saw people that we knew. Cheryl 

asked if there was someone there 

I didnôt know when I saw just 

that person so I went over met 

him. It is so easy to meet people 

here as we are all here to have 

fun and believe the more people 

you know the more fun you will 

have. When you have more fun 

more people know who you are. I 

once took my mom and dad to a 

chapter meeting in Florida and 

my dad asked if there was 

anyone there I didnôt know. 

Went to a meeting in Tennessee 

with my son and daughter -in- 

law and they asked the same 

thing. I have been in GWRRA 

since 1995 and have felt like this 

was one big family and I have 

had a grand time with this 

family. So fun is belonging.                          

Dave Miller  

 

 

Membership Enhancement 
Program Coordinator  
I want to talk a little about recruiting.  What is in it for 

me? Did you know that besides the fact that you bring 

in a friend that there is a contest.   Last year Virginia 

added 145 new members.  

PURPOSE:  To generate interest, competition and 

excitement into a very important segment of any 

organization-recruiting new members to perpetuate the 

organization and its ideals.  To provide the Chapter 

R&R Coordinator with added incentives to offer for the 

Chapter and its members to make efforts to recruit new 

members.   To provide annual recognition venue for 

Members and Chapters that actively recruits members 

into GWRRA and the Virginia District.  

So here is what is being offered this year.  

For the year 2011-2012 District will be giving as an 

award a yearôs membership in GWRRA and a light 

weight jacket with the 10 ñ GWRRA logo patch on the 

back, embroidered above that will be Recruiter of the 

Year, and your name will be embroidered on the front. 

The winning Chapter will receive the following years 

chartering fee. 

All you have to do is ask them to join us. Make sure 

you carry the GWRRA application in your bike. Put 

your name and membership number on the application 

so you can get credit. 

Richard Rice E-mailed me earlier this month and he 

had approached a rider while they we out eating. 

GOOD for you.  Letôs make this a GREAT year. Letôs 

help our Chapter to grow. 

 

Look forward to seeing you at the next ride or meeting.  

Anita Raines 
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Educator Notes  
Oh deer -- 
I know that hunting season is 
over but the deer still move 
around. I had one run out and 
cross the road in front of me a 
week ago  so thought that I would 
just as a reminder - point out a 
couple saf ety items.  
 

1. If you see a deer slow down 
and watch for others as they 
travel in packs . 

 
2. Stay to the center of the 

road. This gives the deer 
more space.  
 

   3. Stay on course, brake firmly 
and calmly. Swerving could make 
you lose control of your vehicle 
and turn a bad situation into 
something much worse.  
    

4. One long blast of the horn should 
scare the deer out of the road. Do 
not rely on deer whistles or other 
devices designed to scare them. 
Studies have shown them to be 
largely ineffective @minimizing 
ac cidents.  
 
If you do hit a deer pull to the side 
of the road  if you are able to , turn 
on your hazard lights and call 
emergency services. Stay away 
from the deer as it may just be 
injured and will be dangerous if 
approached.  
 
 ALL  IN ALL STAY ALERT . 
 
We al so talked about making the 
ri der education program 100% for 
Chapter U       
Dave Miller  
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ñLaying It Downò: Fact or Fiction 

Posted: 02/22/2011 in Braking, Crash, identifying hazards, Safety 

You can normally spot a fairy tale from afar. It starts like this, ñOnce upon a time, in a land far far 

awayéò  For motorcycle crashes it starts like this, ñYep, I had to lay her downéò Immediately what 

follows is fiction. It is amazing to me how many people have employed this tactic they never practiced 

or were ever taught (sarcasm). 

ñLaying a bike down is never a plan, it is a consequence.ò  

Laying a bike down is never the plan of any rider, it is the consequence of failed braking. You over-

braked your rear and induced a slide-out. You did not plan this, but this is what happens most of the 

time under panic braking because under stress you will slam your brakes. 

For those who might want to cling on to the fairy tale that laying a bike down is a viable technique, 

answer these questionsé 

Where or how did you learn to lay your bike down? 

What training is available for this technique? 

Who teaches this technique? 

How often do you practice this maneuver? 

In other words, in the precious 2 seconds you have to decide what evasive action to take youôre going to 

rely on an induced impact (you and your bike hitting the pavement) which you never practiced, which 

will produce a much longer stopping distance and a higher impact speed, not to mention loss of control, 

because somehow you rationalized this was the best possible outcome? 

Come on riders lets educate not propagate. Donôt let anyone say this to you without a challenge. 

Metal/plastic sliding on the pavement has a much lower frictional value than rubber, you are going to 

slide a much longer distance. Even if impact is imminent, you would do better to minimize injury by 

scrubbing off as much speed as possible by braking before impact. 

ñThe stopping distance you trade off by sliding on your side could easily mean the difference 

between crash and no crash.ò 

The fact of the matter is the trade-off in distance may mean the difference in crashing or not. For 

example, if you are traveling 50 mph and slide to a stop on your wheels on a well traveled, level asphalt 

paved road your stopping distance is going to be about 104 feet. Now, if you slide to a stop on your 

side, the stopping distance is going to be about 185 feet. The 81 feet difference is what we are trading 

for, easily the difference between colliding or not. 

The one thing we have to mention is that you are already in trouble because you failed to compensate 

for an impending hazard, not casting stones I have failed many times as a rider myself but letôs call it 

what it is. Donôt compound your troubles by losing control of your bike. 

http://bettermotorcycling.wordpress.com/category/braking/
http://bettermotorcycling.wordpress.com/category/crash/
http://bettermotorcycling.wordpress.com/category/identifying-hazards/
http://bettermotorcycling.wordpress.com/category/safety/
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All kinds of nasty things can happen if you slide-out. 

It is important to note that braking alone will not cause you to slide-out. It is possible to lock up your 

rear tires and not lay the bike down. You can ride it out: 

http://bettermotorcycling.wordpress.com/2009/05/03/how-to-ride-out-a-rear-wheel-skid/ éor ride it 

out until impact if that is your situation. 

Riders will crash for two reasons: 

1. Failed to detect hazard (reaction time) 

2. Lost control of the bike 

Both are elements of training necessary for surviving the mean streets. 

If you truly believe you successfully deployed a ñlaying it downò maneuver to avoid a crash or 

minimize injury Iôm willing to hear about it. But expect to be challenged. 

(Taken from National Newsletter January 2012) 

 

 

Birthdays are good for you. Sta tistics show that the 

people who have the most live the longest. ~ Father 
Larry Lorenzoni  

Happy Birthday ï Martie Ballentine ï Feb 1 st  

         Steve Wright ï Feb 21 st  

 

 

 

http://bettermotorcycling.wordpress.com/2009/05/03/how-to-ride-out-a-rear-wheel-skid/
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From your ACDôs                          

Why did you Join GWRRA? 
 
 I remember joining GWRRA first time because I was looking to meet new people to ride 
with. Cheryl and I had just joined the world of Gold Wing ownership and wanted to discover 
Ȱ"ÉÇ "ÉËÅȱ ÒÉÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÙ ÔÁËÅ ÕÓȢ 7Å ÊÏÉÎÅÄ Á ÌÏÃÁÌ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ 
involved. After becoming involved we discovered that there is much more to GWRRA than just 
ridin g, even though that is still the most fun and important part to us. 
 
We discovered new Life Long friends that shared a common interest, we discovered going to 
gatherings where we associated with our new found friends and we ate good food at these 
gatherings. We discovered that everyone had a vest with patches displaying their 
accomplishments and touring experiences. We discovered a Rally or two where lots of these 
people gathered, seemed to know one another and had fun. We were taught the motto of 
Ȱ2ÉÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ &ÕÎȟ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ ÁÎÄ +ÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÌÉËÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÕÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÁÌÌȟ ÂÕÔ 
we wanted to learn more. We discovered the Wing World magazine that showed up in our 
mailbox once per month and it had some interesting reading. We went on Ice Cream Rides 
whÅÒÅ ×Å ÁÔÅ ÁÇÁÉÎȣȣȢ /ÏÐÓȟ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÒÅ× ÕÓ Á ÃÕÒÖÅ ÂÁÌÌ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÉÎ Á ÎÅ× ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ 
and started moving too much to really stay involved in GWRRA so we dropped out for a number 
of years even though we still enjoyed riding our Wing (Barney). 
 
So, Why did you join GWRRA? We recently discovered all this again and a bit more as I study 
the organization of GWRRA and all the benefits that this organization has to offer. Over the next 
few months, I will be sharing these benefits here in our newsletter as well as making a short 
presentation in our Chapter Gatherings. I hope to bring us back to the basics  this year and 
refresh us all with the GWRRA organization and all the benefits that we enjoy by belonging to 
the largest single marquee motorcycle associati on in the world with over 80,000 
members represented in all 50 states, as well as in 58 countries.  
 
Stay Tuned and bring a friend to our next gathering, 
 
 
      Rob & Cheryl Ramsey 
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 News Release  
North Carolina District Relocates September Event  
 
Saturday, December 3rd ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ .LD !bbh¦b/9a9b¢ΧΦǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǎ 
of September 2012. The Cabarrus Arena and Event Center located in Cabarrus County outside of Concord, NC 
will become our new home.  
The Event Center is centrally located in the state. The facility and surrounding area offers so many new and 
exciting opportunities for both our members and vendors. We hope that you will be as excited as we are about 
ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿΧ²LbD{ OVER NORTH CAROLINA better known as WINGS.  
For more information go to the below listed site to read more about the news release.  
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2011/12/02/2821367/motorcycle-group-hosts-convention.html  
Cabarrus Arena & Events Center web site is www.cabarrusarena.com. Please visit the web site and see why we 
are so excited about our new venue.  
We would like to take the opportunity to wish you and your family a Happy New Year.  
Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing you in September.  

Andrew & Vickie Butcher  
Andrew & Vickie Butcher  
NC District Directors  
Gold Wings Road Riders Association 
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In loving memory of Fred Mears Sr. and Jo who were both  

strong supporters of Chapter VA-U.  Neither of you will  

ever be forgotten and both of you will always be thought  

of with love. 


